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In October 2012, while UniSIM Centre for Chinese Studies (UCCS) was preparing for the public
lecture on “Chinese Cinema in the 21st Century”, we met with Mr Kenneth Tan, Chairman of Singapore
Film Society (SFS) to discuss areas of common interest and explore future areas of collaboration.
This resulted in the first joint project between UCCS and SFS. The “Chinese Movie Talkies” saw the
screening of The Women from the Lake of Scented Souls by China’s 4th Generation Chinese film
director, Xie Fei and Datong: The Great Society by Taiwan’s producer, Peggy Chiao. With the success
of this first collaboration, and seeing the strong interest from the audience, the two organizations
decided to move further and launch the Singapore Chinese Film Festival.

Every year, Singapore hosted more than ten small-scale film festivals of various genres.
Regrettably, none of these regular film festivals focuses on Chinese language movies. UCCS hopes
that with the expertise and network that SFS has accumulated over the years, we can jointly organise
an annual Singapore Chinese Film Festival to fill in the gap. The Chinese Film Festival will serve
to raise the awareness and appreciation of Chinese language and culture for the society at large.
Moreover, it should foster a better understanding of the cultural diversities among the different
Chinese communities.

The inaugural Singapore Chinese Film Festival shall showcase 10 recent movies from mostly
contemporary directors from China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. The Festival has invited five film-makers to
interact with the audience in post-screening sessions of their respective movies.Additionally, they will also
share their movie making experiences in two “Chinese Talkies” sessions together with local film-makers.

This gathering of Chinese film-makers from the Greater China Region in Singapore is just the
beginning. We hope that in future instalments of the Festival, we can also showcase Chinese movies
from Singapore, Malaysia and other parts of the world, thus offering a greater diversity of Chinese
movie feast to local movie buffs.

Professor Eddie C.Y. Kuo
Director, UniSIM Centre for Chinese Studies
SIM University
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The birth of any new film festival is a cause for celebration amongst movie buffs. But | am
particularly thrilled with this one, for several unique reasons.

Films in the Chinese language are not new to Singapore audiences. Our local cinemas and TV
channels have long enjoyed substantial patronage and viewership whenever such movies are shown.
In recent years, the globalisation of Chinese Cinema has brought about an unprecedented level of not
only interest but also investment from beyond our immediate geographical hinterland.

And yet, in spite of all this, and maybe even because of it, the opportunities for showcasing of and
access to many specific and excellent films from each territory generating such content, and from
talented practitioners young and old, are far fewer and far less frequent than the ideal. Singapore has had
quite a number of country-themed film events in which some superb Chinese films have been screened.
But this Chinese Film Festivalis the first of its kind, bringing together such a representative cross-section
of many works across genres, generations and boundaries. It is a melting pot in its own right.

The Singapore Film Society has had over half a century of great fun and deep fulfilment in working
with partner organisations to promote quality films from all over the world. It is with tremendous joy
and pride that we now add SIM University’s UniSIM Centre for Chinese Studies to our list of treasured
co-organisers and friends.

| am absolutely certain that this Festival will rapidly make its mark on the local film scene, and
be enthusiastically welcomed and voraciously consumed by connoisseurs of Chinese Cinema from all
walks of life.

Please join me in making the most of it!

Kenneth Tan
Chairman
Singapore Film Society
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